Comparing Education

Systems

According to a comparative study carried out by the Organization for  Economic Co-operation and Development(OECD), the population of German is among the best educated in the world. The organization’s latest survey shows that some 84% of Germany’s population between the ages of 25 and 64 holds some kind of diploma in secondary education level 2-i.e. Abitur (the school-leaving exam and university entrance qualification) or a qualification in occupational or vocational training. This percentage is considerably higher than the 61% average among those countries surveyed by the OECD. Only the USA (86%) and the Czech Republic(85%) have higher rates. The correlation between possessing qualifications and getting a good  job is particularly strong in Germany, where  the unemployment rate among men with low-level qualifications is 17% and among women in the same group  14.7%-considerably  higher  than the OECD average, which is 8.9% and 10.0% respectively. Although people with low-level qualifications are also benefiting from an increase in the number of jobs available in the service sector, the rapidly growing number o knowledge-based service jobs is increasing demand for people of academic qualifications

in  Germany as well as in other OECD countries.  And this is where Germany has some catching up to do: Germany has one third fewer engineers and computer scientists in its work force compared with other industrialized nations. One reason for this situation is that comparatively few young people go on to an institution of higher education in Germany – only 28% compared with the OBCD average of 40%. In Germany only 16% of those born in any given year complete a degree in higher education, also bellow the OECD average of 23%. In addition, Germans take 6.1 years to complete a degree,  more then the international average. In France  and Italy, for instance, students have finished their higher education within 5.3 and 4.9 years respectively. Learning a foreign language is considered more important in Germany than elsewhere. Foreign languages take up almost twice  as much space on school curricula (21%) then the OECD average.

