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The year 1985 is a crucial and momentous one. It is the year of preparations for the 27th CPSU Congress, which is to take stock of the country's progress for the last five years and to chart its course for the next five years and the foreseeable future. The congress is to adopt a new variant of the Program of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and review its Rules.  

Communism is our cherished goal. We have already covered much of the long and difficult road to it, and we have achieved much in all spheres of social life. It would be wrong, however, to assert that Soviet society, which is a society of developed socialism and the supreme achievement of human civilization to date, is perfect. It is still confronted with many objective difficulties, which will be discussed below. It has not solved some problems due to subjective reasons. It still has imbalances, shortages and contradictions. That is why the planned and all-round perfection of developed socialism is the Party's main strategic objective. 

The 26th CPSU Congress put it forward, subsequent plenary meetings of the CPSU Central Committee. It must be pointed out that the perfection of developed socialism also means real progress towards communism. There is no other road to communism, and, following Lenin's bidding to the letter, the Party steers the country along this road. Acting as the nation's confident helmsman, the world’s most progressive revolutionary teaching and socialist and communist ideals guide the Party; it draws on, analyses and generalizes its own experience as well as that of the fraternal socialist countries and the world communist movement. 

Strategy is abroad and substantive concept. It is usually interpreted as the main direction or objective of the communist and working-class movement in a specified historical epoch of social development, or, using Lenin's words, as "the general and fundamental aims of the working class and its Party.

What are the main tasks facing the Party in the achievement of its strategic objective of perfecting developed socialism? We envisage the following three groups of tasks: 

1. Tasks which, for some reason or other, were not attained during the previous stages of the country's social development. 

2. Tasks of the further strengthening and development of mature socialism's main principles, primarily those of collectivism and social justice. 

3. Long-range tasks whose setting and fulfillment are indispensable both for the perfection of developed socialism and progress towards communism. For, as the October (1984) Plenary Meeting of the CPSU Central Committee pointed out, it is not only today but also tomorrow that matters. 

These three groups are organically interrelated. The solution of problems inherited from the past creates prerequisites for solving those of the present, which, in turn, makes it possible to set and achieve long-range objectives. 

What these three groups have in common is that it is impossible to attain them without daily, hard, effective, creative and organized work. Everybody must do his duty with the maximum of discipline and responsibility. Everybody means everybody from worker to minister. The key to the fulfillment of the tasks of the past, present and future is better and more efficient work today in comparison with yesterday, and better, more efficient work tomorrow in cornparison with today. 

Let us take a closer look at the three groups of tasks whose attainment spells implementation of the Party's strategy in the perfection of developed socialism. 

First, let us discuss the ta5ks inherited from the past, which we failed to solve during the stages of the first phase of the communist system. These tasks are most evident in the economy. We have not yet attained maximum labor productivity, because alongside advanced technology and processes our economy still uses many outdated machines and plant; there are still people who do not work conscientiously and efficiently, or have the necessary skills. A sizable share of labor is still manual, arduous or unskilled (for decades the figure has been hovering at about 40 per cent); we have not fully resolved the food problem, and the USSR Food Program is specially designed to eliminate it. 

There is still a great deal to be done in the social and political fields, especially in culture and education. There are still survivals of the past in the consciousness and conduct of people, as well as instances of anti-social conduct, crime, nationalism and parochialism. Some of these unwanted phenomena have been inherited from the past, while others are products of our violating certain principles of socialism, shortcomings in education and other latter-day developments. 

Means of overcoming these problems include criticism, timely identification and elimination of shortcomings, stricter discipline and sense of responsibility, and better organization. The Party has consistently advocated broader use of principled criticism, resolutely opposing all attempts to suppress it, to say nothing of persecuting for it. This, however, does not mean that criticism and self-criticism have a lesser role to play in attaining the objectives of today and especially those of tomorrow. To cope with the latter two groups of problems, it is also necessary to use the Party's tested tools, which are increasingly those of debate, i.e., identification, comparison, and assessment of diverse opinions and options and selecting the best of them. To use an analogy, the solving of problems inherited from the past is a sort of a mopping up operation. 

The range of problems, which must be solved to improve all aspects of developed socialism proper, is much broader. The USSR has a powerful economy, which largely meets the requirements of developed socialism. However, there is room for improvement. This primarily involves modernization of fixed assets on up-to-date technology and production processes. Not infrequently, however, this process falls short of the Party's instructions. 

Equality, social justice and collectivism are immutable principles of our society. Our way of life would be unthinkable without these overriding principles. But here too there is room for improvement, the more so that in certain instances these principles are violated. For example, we are in no position to assert that our system of material and moral incentives is ideal. If it were ideal there would be no people who succeed to put in less work for more pay, people with unearned income, people who live beyond their means and people who lead parasitic lives. 

The important thing today is to preserve and multiply the positive changes in industry and agriculture, in transport, the services, culture and education, which were achieved during the last few years. These changes include higher growth rates in production and labor productivity, an improvement in animal husbandry, better social services in rural areas and fresh advances in science and technology. These achievements are less due to greater capital investment or some cardinal restructuring, than to the Party's efforts in putting the vast and complex national economy in order, and its resolute countering of negative developments which block the way to progress. A number of recent measures were designed to increase discipline and responsibility and to improve organization. These measures have met with understanding, wholehearted approval and support by the people. 

And finally, a few words about our long-range objectives. Although they are things of tomorrow, the preparation for their solution is a thing of today. We have already mentioned the modernization of production. Modernization means improvement of what already exists. However, this is not enough for progress towards communism that is the creation of its material and technological base. Hence the need for fundamentally new, even revolutionary, technological solutions which ensure a rapid manyfold growth of labor productivity and a radical improvement in quality of products. Hence the need for the development of more science-intensive, but less material- and energy-intensive, laborsaving industries which would displace manual labor, especially arduous or monotonous. Examples include automated processes using sophisticated microelectronics, flexible technologies which can readily switch to the production of new products, versatile processing centers and robotization, nuclear synthesis, biotechnology, informatics, genetic engineering and waste-free technologies, which not only save materials and energy but also meet the most demanding ecological standards. 

Somewhat similar processes are called for in the education and molding of the new man. Present standards are no longer adequate to measure a man's worth today. People of today must also be taught in accordance with the lofty communist ideals of tomorrow. According to Marx, harmoniously developed man is, to communism, "an end in itself". We must move towards that end consistently, bearing in mind that man's consciousness is a fortress which is being taken day by day and step by step. 

The economy and production sphere represents the foundation of social development and the main sphere of the contest between the two opposite social systems, socialism and capitalism. This means that the perfection of the society of developed socialism primarily involves the perfection of production. The principal means of attaining this objective is intensification, for it is only by means of intensification that the challenging goal of making the country the world's first in labor productivity can be attained. 

Intensification means transition from quantitative growth (growth of capacity, mainly using existing technology, and growth of the workforce) to qualitative forms, involving fundamentally new technologies, improved organization of labor and management and higher skills of workers. To put it simply, intensification of production means producing more and, what is more important, better products in a shorter time, using a minimum of capacity, labor, material and financial resources. The motto of intensification is faster production of low-cost and better products. 

To borrow a term from philosophy, the essence of intensification is saving time, which is an important indicator of social progress. "For an individual and society alike," wrote Marx, "the comprehensiveness of their development, their consumption and their activities depends on saving time. In the final analysis, all economies boil down to saving time."

Lenin also attached exceptional importance to the time factor. He insisted that time must be saved in things big and small, in work as in everyday life, because he realized that without time saving it was impossible to eliminate Russia's backwardness, to overtake and surpass developed capitalist countries and to gain the upper hand over capitalism in the economy and culture. “But we gain time," wrote Lenin, "and gaining time means gaining everything."

Why do all economies ultimately boil down to saving time? Why is timesaving a major indicator of social progress and the comprehensive development of all society and each of its members? 

The answer is: primarily because society's material and cultural potential is determined by the level of its productive forces, which in turn depends on the quantity and quality of material and cultural values produced by society per unit of time. Time is a prime factor in measuring rates and speeds. The greater the rates and speeds the greater the role of the time factor, the greater the significance of each unit of time. Saving time means gaining in performance.  

A variety of indicators can be used to measure the performance of a social system: completion times, recoupment times, material and other inputs, etc. The first two indicators involve time as a direct measure of efficiency. Material inputs also include the time factor as the time spent for their production. 

The greater the "density" of a unit of time, that is, the number of material and cultural values produced within its span, the higher the level of production, society and the individual. Such is the general formula representing the connection between social progress and time saving. This high level of production and high level of time saving are necessary but far from sufficient for ensuring the comprehensive development of society and its members. The vital thing is for the material and cultural values to become property of the whole of society without exception. 

Capitalist countries produce a lot of values, especially material values. But what is the good of them for the vast majority of the working people who produce these material values but cannot fully enjoy the fruits of their labor. Naturally, saving time under capitalism can result in improved living standards won primarily by the working people's bitter class struggle. However, saving time under capitalism is chiefly a means of stepping up exploitation. Although it is working people who do the time saving, it is capitalists and other propertied classes that enjoy the greater part of the fruits of this saving. It is natural that saving time under capitalism, while remaining an indicator of the level of material production, has little bearing on the comprehensiveness of society as a whole, to say nothing of the development of its members. It is no coincidence that Marx applied the principle of time saving as a criterion of social progress to collective production which is a feature of socialism and communism. What is more, he defined time saving as the first economic law of this production. 

It is important to point out that time saving is not only the first economic law; it is also the first sociological law of the operation and development of socialism and communism. When we say that a society's progress is all-round we mean that it boasts a high level of production, social relations and culture. By the same token, when we say that an individual is harmoniously developed we mean that he is a producer, a public figure, thinking and constantly learning person, a carrier and creator of moral, aesthetic and other cultural values. 

When we speak of saving time as an indicator of harmoniously developed individuals we include not only their working but also their leisure time. Working people need leisure for continuing their education and intellectual development, for the performance of social functions, for communication with friends and, in short, for giving free rein to their physical and intellectual capacities. 

Thus, saving working time and an increase in leisure time, which can be rationally used, for the good of society and its members represent the essence and the main direction of the intensification of socialist production and progress of socialist society as a whole. 

In our view there exist the following three main factors of intensification: 

(1) A scientific and technological revolution, as well as the prompt and efficient introduction of its achievements in the economy and public life. 

(2) The improvement of the economic mechanism, including economic management and management in other spheres. 

(3) Improving the level of education and skills of the working people, because the future of our plans, our economy and our society depends on people, their skills, their education, their proper positioning in the social organism, their interaction, their sense of responsibility and discipline. 

The improvement of 'the economic mechanism and the entire management system deserves special attention, because scientific and technical progress and the process of training more skilled workers must be properly managed. 

The scientific and technological revolution provides enormous, even inexhaustible, sources and reserves for boosting production, increasing its efficiency and raising labor productivity. It must be admitted, however, that the latest advances in science and technology are not properly used, and sometimes the situation is downright bad. The reason is largely the deficiencies in management and the economic mechanism, particularly deficiencies in the system of material and moral incentives. Other reasons include deficiencies in the system of indicators used in the planning and assessment of the work of enterprises, amalgamations and ministries. 

The main indicator used in plans and a report is, as before, sales in rubles. Although for many years now attempts have been made to substitute more sound indicators for physical volume and cost ones expressed in rubles, the role of the latter in assessing economic performance is not yet taken into account properly. 

A great deal has been said and written about the deficiencies of physical volume and cost indicators. They compel manufacturers to produce costly items because their workforce, labor productivity, wages and bonus funds are ultimately dependent on sales expressed in rubles. This partly explains why a number of low-cost items, needed by society, are in short supply. 

Where is the remedy? Although the 26th CPSU Congress pointed to the need to work out a system of economic indicators, our economists have not yet come up with one. There is no doubt that the system must include indicators which would reflect the real contribution of every enterprise, amalgamation and ministry to the growth of public wealth, such as the fulfillment of the plan for the production of full ranges of products, and the honoring of contractual obligations. These indicators are of paramount importance. For example, failure to deliver a small cheap component may result in the non-fulfillment of the plan by a large number of related enterprises, and failure to fill orders of the retail trade network results in shortages and an imbalance between cash incomes and commodity mass. It is most important to ensure that the value takes priority over the cost approach. People need inexpensive consumer goods of good quality. 

At present a major economic experiment is being conducted throughout the country. Its aim is, firstly, to increase the independence I of enterprises' staffs and management and, secondly, their responsibility. When the experiment was launched it involved five Union and republican ministries, and their number has since grown manifold. The economic experiment is spreading and it has already produced positive results. However, it has also revealed certain problems, which require additional attention on the part of planning and economic bodies. 

Training of skilled personnel must also be placed on a scientific foundation. Although technology makes rapid progress, the training of specialists, skilled workers and managers is sometimes not up to modern standards. As a rule, our educational institutions produce engineers and designers of narrow specialization. Modern production, however, calls for versatile specialists who are well versed in scientific and technological foundations of modern production, who are flexible, able to be promptly reoriented, and have mastered the most advanced methods of designing and manufacturing high-technology items. This equally applies to workers. The drive to combine jobs should be encouraged to the utmost.

The countrywide general and vocational school reform now under way is designed to give modern, diversified poly technical education to the country's youth, to establish an organic link between education and productive labor, to prepare the younger generation for work in conditions of a rapidly changing technology of today and tomorrow. The process can be described in brief as intensification and improvement of education and training. Or, to put it differently, it may be described as “compression" of education, which is expected to give more and better useful skills to our young men and women, in the same or less time. 

The perfection of developed socialism includes not only the economy but also other spheres of our complex social mechanism. In the social sphere the Party will seek to actively contribute to the deepening of processes which lead to the emergence of a classless socialist society and the flourishing and drawing closer together of its nations, and to work for social relations to be built everywhere strictly in conformity with the principle of social justice inherent in socialism.

In the political sphere, the main target is the achievement, to the fullest extent, of the people's socialist self-government, which, according to Lenin, is such a democratic system of governing the affairs of society and the state, which is not only for the working people, but also by the working people.6 

The emergence of the people's socialist self-government presupposes the further consolidation of the Soviet state, the society's political system, the extension and deepening of socialist democracy, processes which in the long range are called upon to ensure the participation of all citizens in running the affairs of the state and society and the ever fuller exercise by the Soviets, work collectives and all other links in the socialist democracy system of those broad powers which are granted them, as well as to give free rein to their creative activity, and to ensure the use of time-tested effective and efficient work methods and the search for new ones. The tasks in the cultural sphere include the ongoing effort to increase the knowledge, culture and consciousness of citizens, to improve ideological, theoretical and propaganda work in order to bring the Party's theoretical conclusions and guidelines home to the entire nation. The Party expects that these conclusions and guidelines will be adopted by the whole of society. 

The guidance by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in the economy and other spheres is the guarantee of success in this challenging task of perfecting the society of developed socialism. The CPSU is the ruling party and in the final analysis it is responsible for all and everything. The Party has its specific methods and means to exercise this guiding role. 

These include methods of exerting political influence on economic development, social relations, democracy and culture, as well as methods of persuading organizing and educating masses. The Party exercises its. guiding function by charting key directions in the economic and social policies, organizing control of their implementation and positioning communist cadres in all areas of socialist construction. 

Under the leadership of the CPSU the Soviet people are successfully coping with the challenging tasks of present and future. 

