The Results of the Second World War and Its Lessons 

From the Editors: Below is the concluding chapter of the book, The Second World War: A Concise History published in Russian in Moscow in 1984. 

What are the most important results of the Second World War?  What vital lessons can be derived from its history? The utter defeat of fascist Germany and militarist Japan in which 

the Soviet Union took the decisive role, was the result of joint efforts by the international front of national liberation, democratic and other , progressive forces. 

The reasons for Victory's impact on world history are to be found in the course and character of the war itself. This is obvious because the Second World War affected the whole system of international relations and, together with these, the interests of all nations and countries far more than the First World War. Its origins, course and consequences are a reflection of the essence and contradictions of the epoch. 

The main source of wars, as before, is imperialism whose inherent contradictions have become exacerbated in the ever-deepening general crisis of capitalism. War is rooted in the lengthy struggle between rival imperialist blocs, on the one hand, and in their common striving to destroy the Soviet Union and all forces of socialism and progress, on the other. The fomenters of the Second World War were the German imperialists, with the tacit approval of the ruling circles of Britain, France and the United States, who banked on exploiting the armed might of fascist Germany, and her partners in the fight against the USSR, the communist and working-class movement. 

History has shown that a policy of appeasement is pernicious to its pursuers. The Soviet Union and the other peace loving forces failed in their efforts to prevent war. It began in 1939 with a conflict within the capitalist system. When fascist Germany treacherously attacked this country in the summer of 1941, Britain, France and a number of other countries depended for their very existence on the Soviet Union's capacity to breast the tide and win the war. That is the express reason why the fight against fascism became a pivotal political question, which was to determine all subsequent world problem solving. Meanwhile, the aggressors overran country after country and the fascist bloc's armed forces controlled vast expanses of Western Europe, Asia, Africa and the World Ocean. 

The genocide, ruthless terror, raping, robbing and cruelty perpetrated by the fascists exposed the inhumanity of their ideology. The unspeakable death camps of Auschwitz, Treblinka, Buchenwald and Ravensbriick, the obliteration of Khatyn, Lidice, Oradour and other towns and villages are engraved forever on the public memory as symbols of the barbarity of fascism. 

During the Second World War fundamental issues of historical development were solved-whether socialism would continue to exist or whether fascism would block the way to progress and destroy civilization, whether the nations would be free or whether they would be under the heel of the fascist-militarist bloc. 

With the fascist invasion of the USSR the conflagration spread beyond the capitalist system. The Soviet Union's war against nazi Germany and her allies was a patriotic war of liberation, which enveloped the entire nation, spreading to every aspect of social life, to every sphere of state activity. On the Soviet-German Front socialism waged a bitter class battle against the most reactionary forces of capitalism. The political nature of the Second World War suffered a drastic change. The newly formed anti-fascist coalition was engaged in a just war of liberation against the fascist-militarist bloc. Its formation was a natural development in conformity with the salient tendency of the present-day era-the rallying of the working class, of broad public sections and of all freedom-loving forces to the fight against fascism and war, for peace and social progress. 

The Soviet Union and other nations mobilized titanic efforts and strained to the utmost to halt the aggressors, shatter their mad plans and achieve a sweeping victory. The chief result of the war was the total rout of the fascist bloc. The first to be defeated was fascist Italy. Then Finland, Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary, dragged into the fascist bloc by their rulers, were forced to quit the war. On the night of May 9, 1945 nazi Germany's armed forces signed the act of unconditional surrender. In a short time the capitulation of militarist Japan followed. 

In the Second World War not only the armed forces of the fascist-bloc member countries were defeated. Fascism's state-political system as a form of power of monopoly capital's most reactionary circles was smashed too. The ideology of fascism and militarism collapsed. The chief culprits who unleashed the war met with just retribution. Expressing the will of the peoples the Nuremberg and Tokyo international tribunals sentenced them to death. 

The Soviet Union bore the brunt of the battle against a ruthless and powerful enemy. In the historic battles fought at Moscow, Leningrad, Stalingrad, at the Kursk Bulge, on the Dnieper, in Byelorussia, in the Baltic area, in Squth-Eastern, Central and Northern Europe, and in the Far East the Soviet Armed Forces branded the enemy with overwhelming defeat, and in doing so performed a mission beyond the powers of the Western armies: they shattered the main forces of the Wehrmacht and destroyed three-quarters of its military equipment. The gigantic battles fought on the Soviet-German front were the key factor behind the change in the ratio of forces of the combatants and the turning point in the war. By defeating and driving the invaders from their territory, the Soviet people rendered direct aid in liberating many peoples of Europe and Asia and saved world civilization. 

The victory over the fascist bloc proved the advantages of the socialist system. The socialist state surpassed the imperialist powers in terms of the cohesion of its people and army, of endurance and the ability to make the most effective use of its material and spiritual potential for achieving victory .The Soviet people's struggle against the fascist aggressors was inspired and organized by the Communist Party. 

The peoples and armies of the United States, Britain, France and other member countries of the anti-Hitler coalition, made a great contribution to the common victory over the enemy. People of diverse nationalities, political views and ideological convictions forged at the front and in the rear victory. The difference in social systems, as wartime experience proved, is not an obstacle to uniting efforts in the battle against aggression, for peace and international security. The Soviet Union successfully cooperated with many capitalist countries in order to bring the war to the speediest possible conclusion. The British, American and French troops courageously fought in Western Europe and Northern Africa, on the high seas of the Atlantic and the Pacific. 

The Mongolian People's Republic rendered fraternal assistance to the Soviet people in their efforts to overcome the fascist aggressors by taking part in defeating imperialist Japan at the concluding stage of the war. The Chinese people waged a stubborn war of national liberation against the Japanese invaders. . 

The massive anti-fascist liberation struggle, which enveloped the occupied, and fascist-bloc countries contributed greatly to defeating the aggressors. 

The peoples of Yugoslavia and Poland from the very outset had waged bitter battles against the invaders and their accomplices, as did the peoples of Czechoslovakia. The army formations of Polish and Czech patriots on Soviet territory, by fighting together with the Soviet troops, contributed substantially to Victory. The Greek and Albanian patriots put up a courageous fight against fascism. 

A worthy role in achieving victory was played by the Resistance movement, which was joined by representatives of various social forces. The Resistance fighters of France, Belgium and other, countries of Western Europe fought gallantly against the Nazis. 

In the autumn of 1943 the patriotic forces of Italy launched large-scale actions against the fascists. 

In Bulgaria, the People’s Liberation Rebel Army carried out successful operations. In Rumania and Bulgaria, the favorable conditions created by the Soviet Army's successful advance in 1944 furthered a victory of armed uprisings, as a result of which these countries entered the war against fascist Germany. In Hungary, on the territory liberated by the Soviet Army in late 1944 the patriotic forces formed a Provisional Government, which declared war on r Germany. The spring of 1945 saw units of a new Hungarian army l joining the fight for the freedom and independence of their country. In the dreadful conditions of Hitlerite terror the German anti-fascists It waged a courageous battle against fascism and criminal aggression, for a new democratic Germany. 

Important contributors to Victory were the peoples of Asia and Africa. Their soldiers fought against the Axis powers in the Allied, armies. The courageous Vietnamese and Korean patriots, the guerrillas of Malaya and the Philippines and the underground l fighters of Burma and Indonesia shattered the rule of the Japanese invaders and at the concluding stage of the war served actively in defeating the common enemy. The patriots of Ethiopia victoriously fought against the Italian aggressors. 

The anti-invasion struggle in the colonial and dependent countries became interwoven with the fight against imperialist and, colonial oppression and stimulated the subsequent upsurge of the, national liberation movement and advanced the oppressed peoples' struggle against the colonial system, broken up during the Second I World War. 

The majority of the Latin American countries joined the anti-Hitler coalition and contributed to the defeat of the Axis powers predominantly by deliveries of raw materials and food, primarily, to the United States. These countries exhibited an intensified movement against fascism and reaction, for ec9nomic and political liberation r from imperialist oppression. 

The front-rank fighters against mankind's deadliest enemy were t from the working class and its vanguard, the communist and workers' parties. The communists showed themselves true patriots, internationalists and steadfast fighters for freedom and independence. In that toughest of battles of all times many communist parties of the capitalist countries became an important political force. 

The victory over German fascism and Japanese militarism was of colossal historic significance, and had a profound impact on subsequent world development, forming a turning point in the destiny of all of mankind. 

As a result of the war the imperialist system emerged substantially weakened, having forfeited its former positions and much of the sphere it ruled. In contrast, socialism came out of the war markedly stronger and having won new vantage points on the world arena. 

That all pointed to the reactionary forces' having lost their bid to solve the historic rivalry between socialism and capitalism by force. The plan for destroying or decimating the USSR as a result of the Second World War failed utterly. On the contrary, it resulted in the ever-increasing international standing and influence of the Land of Soviets. 

The defeat of German fascism and Japanese militarism led to the fall of reactionary regimes in a number of European and Asian countries, creating a favorable situation for the working masses' struggle for a stable peace, democracy and socialism. The victory of socialist revolutions established a world system of socialism. Its formation was the next greatest event in world history after the victory of the Great October Revolution. Under the guidance of their communist and workers' parties the socialist countries have registered remarkable progress. The Soviet Union steadfastly pursues its path of planned, systematic and all-round perfecting of developed socialism. Its vigorous unremitting efforts for the elimination of colonialism and its invariable support for the cause of liberation and equality clear the road to freedom and progress for other nations. 

The fascist defeat caused a ground swell of national liberation, which led to the collapse of the colonial system. In place of the former colonies and semi-colonies today there are over 100 independent countries, many of which constitute active anti-imperialist factors on the world arena. 

The victory over fascism opened up favorable prospects for the subsequent development of the working-class and democratic movement in the capitalist countries as well as for the growth and strengthening of the communist and workers' parties-the most consistent fighters for the cause of the working class and all working people. The world communist movement has developed into the most influential force of our time. 

The deep-going socio-political shifts in the world after the Second World War proved conclusively that socialism is the only road answering the demands of social progress. 

The nations have made great efforts to vindicate and consolidate Victory's results. Following on its heels reactionary circles in the imperialist countries, primarily the United States and Britain, took up a positions-of-strength policy, building up world tension 'and spreading the cold war in a bid to revise the war's outcome and retrieve lost ground. 

In the mid-1970s the Soviet Union along with the other socialist community countries and the world's progressive forces politically and legally consolidated the results of the Second World War. The treaties and agreements concluded between the USSR and the FRG, and those between Poland, Czechoslovakia and the GDR with the FRG, recognize the inviolability of their respective postwar borders. Of vast import in consolidating the world's results were the decisions of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, which opened up new possibilities for strengthening peace and security. 

Subsequent events showed that the reactionary forces refused to learn from the lessons of history. The war menace is inherent in the very nature of imperialism. Its aggressiveness is manifested in the mounting influence on foreign policy on the part of the Military industrial complex, the forces of militarism, reactionary extremism and anti-communism. NATO's military potential is soaring. New military-political alliances spearheaded against the USSR and other members of the socialist community, against all freedom-loving peoples are being hammered together. The imperialists strive to stifle progressive movements and obtain military superiority over the socialist countries, step up the arms race and create new hotbeds of military danger. In our days the aggressiveness of imperialism shows itself in the most vivid forms in the urge of the US imperialists for world rule. 

Since 1945 the imperialists have unleashed and provoked over 100 local wars and armed clashes-potential seats of a global conflict-destroying millions of human lives. Under the pretext of "Soviet military threat" the Reagan Administration has declared a "crusade" against socialism as a social system placing this reckless premise at the basis of its practical policy. The Washington government has gone over to a large-scale ideological war fanning enmity towards the peoples of the socialist community and their ideas and towards the national liberation movement. It is all too clear why this Washington policy has dangerously exacerbated the international situation. 

History teaches that, all this notwithstanding, another world war can be prevented and a stable peace achieved. Postwar period has bred new conditions, factors and forces capable of curbing the aggressor-the powerful socialist community, which has placed its political, economic and military power in the service of peace, the international working class and its vanguard-the communist parties-which expose and disrupt the warmongers' plans, the national liberation movement, which fights neocolonialism and strives for greater national independence and social progress, the mass peace movement, which forces the imperialists to respect the will of the r hundreds of millions of people of goodwill firmly dedicated to peace. 

War is not inevitability. Real prospects for ruling It out of the life of society have developed. This conclusion, based on an analysis t of a radical change in the world alignment of forces and of the tendencies of social development in our era, bears an objective and optimistic character refuting the bourgeois conceptions concerning the inevitability and even the necessity of wars in social life. 

The entire experience of history shows that war must not and cannot be a means of settling international disputes. The conclusion that war would inevitably “undermine the very foundations of human society"1 was derived decades ago from an analysis of the First World War by Lenin. This danger is particularly great now since nuclear war can destroy hundreds of millions of human lives having catastrophic consequences for all nations, for world civilization. It is also clear that the sword forged by imperialism can no longer be used under the present alignment of world forces without jeopardizing its own existence. 

The efforts of the imperialists and their accomplices in preparation for war absorb enormous material and spiritual resources seriously braking progress and delaying the establishment of peaceful good-neighborly cooperation between countries. The further pursuit of the arms race on a scale imposed on other countries by the US ruling military-industrial complex endangers the very existence of mankind. It puts off the solution of many global problems such as food, raw materials and energy supply to enormous numbers of people, overcoming the economic backwardness of the newly free countries engendered by colonialism, environmental 'protection. All these serious problems can be solved only through collective efforts of nations, through international cooperation of many countries. 

The events, which followed the Second World War, confirm that the less imperialism's opportunities for dominating other nations the more adventurist and dangerous become the actions of some of its leaders. Such situation makes consistent peace efforts particularly necessary. "It is highly naive to think that peace can be easily attained," wrote Lenin, "and that the bourgeoisie will hand it to us on a platter as soon as we mention it."2 Peace can be won only by an intensive struggle.

History makes it clear that the threat of war presented by imperialism should be opposed constantly, persistently and resolutely. The success of the struggle requires the unity and cohesion of the working class, of all working people, of all democrats. Experience points at the necessity of a timely exposure of the expansionist, hegemonistic strivings of the forces of aggression, of preventing the organizers of aggression and wars from seizing key positions. 

The Second World War has taught the peoples vigilance against aggressive plotting. To the Soviet Union and other socialist community countries, to the communist, working-class and national liberation movements, to all anti-war forces it is the basic condition of the efforts for peace and social progress. 

The experience of socialist and communist development in the USSR and other socialist community countries shows that the successful development of a new society and the preservation of I world peace require a defense capacity which could cool the ardor of the aggressors, check their onslaught and, if necessary, give them a crushing rebuff. Herein lies the deep significance of the historical designation of the Warsaw Treaty Organization and other-elements, of the defensive coalition of the socialist countries multilateral alliance of forces of real socialism, the Warsaw Treaty safely protects socialist gains vigilantly serving the interests of peaceful cooperation. It constitutes the most important factor of peace in Europe and the rest of the world. This accounts for the importance of its further r consolidation.

Of enormous importance for averting another world war is the r active foreign policy of the socialist community countries. The Extraordinary (February 1984) Plenary Meeting of the CPSU Central Committee stressed that the "success of the efforts to preserve and, strengthen peace depends to a considerable degree on how great will be the influence of the socialist countries in the world arena, how vigorous, purposeful and coordinated their actions will be. Our countries have a vital stake in peace. For the sake of this goal we will strive to broaden cooperation with all the socialist countries". 3 

History teaches that vigilance in the face of imperialist scheming requires the maximal use of the enormous potential of the modern working-class and communist movement in the interests of peace and progress. Communists allover the world work towards delivering mankind of nuclear catastrophe. They wage a consistent uncompromising struggle against revanchism, neofascism, hegemon ism and reaction cooperating with all people of good will in the name of safeguarding and consolidating peace. 

In our time no international task is more important for all peoples of the world than the defense of peace. Nuclear war- whether minor, major, limited or total-must be prevented. War- mongers must be stopped. The vital interests of all peoples necessitate this. Not preparations for war, which doom the peoples to the senseless waste of their material and spiritual wealth, but the consolidation of peace is the way to a secure future. 

To curb the forces of militarism and aggression is the main task facing all forces of peace and progress-as well as a conclusion, which can be drawn from the lessons, and results of the Second World War. And people turn to its history in order to avert a still more dreadful tragedy, which can befall mankind. 

NOTES 

1 V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Moscow, Vol. 27, p. 422. 

2 Ibid., Vol. 26, p. 345. 

3 Materials of the Extraordinary Plenary Meeting of the CPSU Central Committee, Moscow, 1984, p. 18 (in Russian). 

